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STATE or VERMONT. 

An AG to enable Perfons who have fettled and made Improve- 
ments on Lands under fuppofed Titles, and otherwife without 
legal Title, who fhall be driven out of Poffeffion by a legal 
Trial ac Law, to récover the Value of what the Eftate is made 
better by fuch Settlement and Improvements, from the legal 
Ownersof the Land ; and to direét the Manner of Procefs therein. 


Hehe ERE AS. ‘at the fir’ fettlement of the lands in this Stafe, and for Yeveral years. 


dfter, the tisle of the lands wad in great difpute, oceahoned by diverse and interfering grants or. 


patents made by the rejpetirue ati borities of the governments of the Maffachuferts- Bay,. News>. 
Hampfhire and New-Yerk, whereby, in many infiances, it was rendered very difficult, if not im- 
pofible, for the people who were defirous to purchafe and, fettle the lands, to afcertain the Jafe and 
veal title to the fame. And whereas many of the proprietors of faid lands under grants from 
New: Hampfhire, attended to the modes prefcribed hy the daws of that government for the dipi- 
‘fon of their lands iste feveralty, Sc. and at ibe fame time the foid lands being regranted by and, 
dlaimed under the authority of New-York, other of the faid proprietors under New-Hampjbire,, 
from fach interference and dijpuces arifing as to title, became discouraged, and refufed or neglecea. 
ro aay Their proporitons of tke cofis arifing from fach Jervices, by reafon of which, a part of. 
vheiv lands were fold at pubiie vendue, for tbe payment of fuch fervices, with cofis, as the laws 
aferefsid in tbat cae bad provided: and ihe records of fuch vendue proceedings baving been 
often leofely kepe, and feattered into diferent parts of the country, it is juppofed that in. many 
Infiances, (uch vendue titles wil! not be efablifped by the frida rutes of law.. Asd fince the faid 
lands bave become valuabe at ike expence and from she extraordinary exertions of the fettlers, 
fany proprictors nuder the faid New-Hampthire grants, whe bad refufed or negleGed to clear 
their lands of cè ds, as efarejaia, cv be Jettie the Jeme, have fold their rights as original and full, te 
other perjons. And whereas, in fome infances, the proprietors of ietwafkips have vated e confi 
Gevab.e part of their lands to certain perfens for encouraging fettlement ikereon, and in certain 
cafes for Jetting proprietary difputes, eccaficned by interference of town lines, as well as for pay- 
oent of committees, Ee, for fervices done , and ikoje lands have bees again fold, asd tlc sales 
sbereof predicated cx fuch votes, which votes could nat sonvey a legal title ; of which illegal coms 
weyance by vote, Jome proprietors do adiually také advantage and now reclaim ibe fame lands. And 
tabereas mary per ons who bave purchafed she aforesaid vendue and voted titles, andother fuppofed 
piles, while she real titie was objeured by the unbappy and confujed arcumpances before- menties- 
ed, have taken pole fion of fuck lands, and bave by their extraordinary exertions, with others, been 
she mens under beaver) of fupporling and defending the title to the lands under which the legal 
owners mow cium, again? the avaricious and uhreajonable claims of a neighbouring government, 
and thereéy, together wih the sarge improvements made thereon by their labour) and indufirys 
bave reijed the sands iz generch to their prefent value. And whereas, if the fri rules of law 
be attended so, such perlene cotil be turned off from their poffefions made at great labour and ex- 
pence, ad ethers who have neglected both ske defener and jettlement of the lands, will anjuftly 
cacy the benefits of their Labours : Which manifelt evil and injuftice to prevent, 

E at ehaGed, asd H is hereby ehaded, by the Reprefenictives of the Ereemen of ihe State of 
Ferion, ot Gestral Alfembly met, and by the Auibority of ibe fame, That when any 
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is farther exalted by the raid, The if the plant i in the sind of the. 
cab oreo. thall recover seient faid adtion,. po execution -hdl be granted in Gach” 
watil the expiration of fix monthshfter faid ia recovered z. and the. writ of 
n thal be further ftayed until the expratie faid Gx months, .onlets the defen. 
toch jo faid aftion of che cale, fhalt fá rheina either to the plaintiff recoverhg 
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"filed: för as belo ementionéd in this aft, thall riot be allowed to demar to tad 
Gdcharation atear the ‘lecond day of the Bttiog of the court in which faid dion fo for damages 

A tote. tried to'thig 4 , and provided judgment fhal! be gives on demurrer, in 
favor of t 


t in the raid adioa, the plaintiff thall within twenty-foùr bours atteg 
ment, or during the fitting of faid court, have full liberty to file another declaras 
ie pu iacended by this aĝ, and attial may be had in faid sien dèria daring the 

of laid 13 andt fand | ull, be holden ta relpned the ment as before i 

perched bariy aforciaid, The aba 3 

t b aui ore t whey any perfon, or foñs, i 
sctual poffefiioa and improvegient ot lands which have been 7 ün fince FA day si 
H, 1786, or any perfon, öt pérfons, in pofitiion of lands as afprefaid, which improve. 
mess weie begun at any time before the taid firft day of March, 1780, where. the poffeffor has 
no fappofed title, thall be profecuted before any court by action of ejeđtment, or writ of 
fight, to Raal judgment, dnd judgment fhall be given againft fuch perfon, òr perfons, in 

n as atorefaid; fuctt poff:Bor, or poficflors, as atorefaid, againit, whom judgmens 

fall be finally given as aforefaid, fhal! have tight by ation. to recover of the perlon, ot 
rfons, in whom the legal right "thali Be fouind by fuch judgment, fo much money as the 
find improved as atorelaid, fhall be judged to be worth more than it would have been if 
fio fach improvements had been made ; and thé manner of procela fhall be the fame as is 
directed in che firft paragraph of this a 

Always provided, That no part of this act fhall be conftrued to extend to an y thing i in 
future; or to any perfon who fhall take poffeffion of lands to which he hag no igal title, 
fromm: the time of the palling this att, or to any perfons who have fettled on lands granted 
or fequeftered to public, pious, or charitable ufes. 

And be it further enaited by the authority aferefaid, That whenfoever any perfon who may 
come within the limits of this a@, hail be profecuted for crefpais, he hall have liberty, 
upon the general iffuc, to give this a& in evidence , and if it appears on trial, chat the de 
fenan had a right to take benefit by this ftatute, i in an aion of ejectment, or writ of 

he, brought againft him by the real owner, then the tourt thall give judgment ia favor 
oF the defendant, and he thall resover his cof. 
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Prévided, Tuàt fuch perfonal eftate ab is made a kidek pon exeewion, in antf by ah 
ad, entitled, “ An ad, gh addition .0 an act tor reguiiting che levying and kerving ence 
tions,” fhal bea tender on exec@uons to be Murd um judgments recovered by virtue of 
this act, anything herein contained to the contrary hotWichftanding. i l 
And be it further enalied by the authority aforefaid, That where any profecution has beed 
commenced beture the paffing of this att, by action of eMment, or writ of right, before any, 
court, againtt any perlonih policfiiun as is betorementioned in this act, andJúdgment ‘been ren- 
dered in javor of the plamtiff, whether tach judgment be final or nor ; or whether execu- 
tion on iuch judgment has been iffued vr not; fuch executions tha £ 
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I} be ftayed tor the term ` 


of fix months from the paffing this a&t in which time foch polfeHfor thal have liberty 


(by paying co the plainiff io fuch a€tion of ejettmens, or writ 
fuch act.on, and giving him twelve days notice in writing, when he will enter iuch aétion) 
to eater fad aétion in the court where it was fri commenced, and fhall have all the 
advantases intended by this act, Commented, i 


Provided aiways, That no perfon, or his heirs or affigns;, fhall take any benefit by this. 
ai, who thal bein policffivn of any land by virtue of any contraétmade, or to be made, with 
tue real owner of fuch land, provided fuch poffeffor have the benefit of the contra& made 
with the owner before the frh judgment be rendered, ° : 

Provided aio, That nothing tn this act fhall be conftrued to extend to benefit any perfon 
Who may have encroached over the known and acknowledged line of the adjoining lot on 

which lome perion was lettled, or had made improvement at che time of fuch encroach- 
ment 

ind be it further enatted by the authority aforefaid, That no writ of right, or other real 
action, no action of eyectment, or poffeifory action, of what name or nature foever, fhall 
be lued, protecuted, or maintamed, for the recovery of any lands, tenements, or heredita« 


ments, where the caule ot action has accrued before the paffing this aét, but within three 
years next after the palling this aĝ, 


of right, all his juft cofts in 


Secretary's Office, 20tb November, 1784. 
The preceding is a true copy of a bill paffed by the Legiflature of the State of Vermont, 
in their laft October feffion, and ordered to be publifhed for the confideration of the 
people, 


Attett. MICAH TOWNSEND, Secy, 


State of VERMONT, in Gasba! Affembly, Ofteber a8, 1784: 
ESOL ED, That the Secretary be, and 1s hereby directed to caule to be publith- 
ed in both the Newipapers printed in this State, the Bill tor quieting Settlers ; and to 

caufe printed copies of the faid bill to be fent toeach Town-Clerk, to be laid before their — 

rejpective towns, for their confideration at their annual meeting :— That the Town-Clerka 

give at leaft fourteen days public notice of the matter to be. confidered of :—~ And that the 

feveral Town-Clerks, after taking the fenfe of their tewns, do certify the fame, and the 

number of voters for and againit it, to this Adfembly, at their next adjourned feifion, — 
Extract from the Journals, 

Roswar. Horxins, Clerk, 
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